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The Athenian Mercury: 


Refolving WEEKLY all the moft 
Nice and Curious Queftions 


Propos’d by the TN GENIOUS,. 


Satatyay, April 4sh. 1691. 


Queft. 1. H‘ W Beafts came into Iflands ? 
to which may be added, for 
the Similitude of the Argu- 

ment another, fent by an ingenious Gentleman 

from Cambridge How fome remote Iflands 
came fir(t to be inkabited ? 

Anjw. The latter of the Queftions , which 
appears to me much the lefs difficult of the 
two, and on which the other may perhaps have 
fome dependance, fhall for thefe Reafons be 
firft Aniwered. In order to whichit muft be 
remembred, that this being a thing only to 
be gueft at, Hiftory therein leaving us in the 
dark, all we can do, is to advance fome pro- 
bable Hypothefis, which muft ftand ‘till it ap- 
pears chargeable with any abfurdity. 

We fay then, that the World was firft Peop- 
led from the Eaft, as Holy Writ aflures, and 
Hiftory and Reafon perfwade, Arts and Arms 
firft flourifhed there , and almoft innumerable 
Armies appearing in early times, whence re- 
peated {warms or inundations {till iffluing in 
the fame Courfe with the Sun, thruft on one ano- 
ther from Place€to Place, and Ifland to Ifland, 
we mican thofe lefs remote from the Continent, 
and which in clear Weather might be feen 
from it, and Ships eafily get thither ; for 
wh°tever other Authors fay, we are fure there 
was Shipping as early as Noah; but what’s this to 
thofe more remote, as America, when theCom- 
pafs was notinvented ? firft let that be prov’d 
an Ifland, and then we’il difpute further on’e ; 
in the mean time fhall take the liberty to fup- 
pofe on, that ’cwas People from the North- 
weft-part of Tartary, which if not a Continent, 
muft yet be much nearer to thofe parts than 
our fide of the World. For the fecond Que- 
{tion Beafts might pafs the fame, way, and 
perhaps eafier than Men; If “tis all Land 
through inacceffible Snows and Woods, if only 
fome ftrait and narrow Sea feparates, no- 
thing more common than for Sailers in that 
part of the World to find great Numbers of 
living Beafts floating upon the Ice, and this 
way as well as other wild Beaffs might be dri- 
driven over, or be there without fo much 
trouble; if we admit this following Hypothe- 
fis, wherein I can forefee no abfurdity, That 
there were Jflands before the Flood can’t be 
prov’d by Hiftory or Reafon: let’s fuppofe 
therefore there were none, but fome actually 
made by.its Fury and Violence, other parts 
of the Continent only difpofed or prepared 
for Iflands, continuing joyn’d by a very {mall 
Litmus; while that remain’d, there was a Bridge 


large enough for the Beafts to go over, which 
being in procefs of time worn away, where- 
of Tradition, Obfervation and Hiltory gives 
u8 Inftances, thofe Peninfulas were thereby trans- 
form’d into compleat Iflands. 

Queft. 2. Whether 4 Perfon Divorc’d by Law 
may lawfully Marry another , while shofe they 
were firft marryed to are yet living? 

Anfw. The beft Cafuift that ever was, re- 
folves the Queftion in a few words, 5th. of 
St. Matth, 32. Whofoever fhall Marry her that 
is Divorced, committezh Adultery ; and that’s 
enough to give the importunate Querift fatisfa- 
tion, if he really either wants or dejires it. 

Queft. 3. Whether Polygamy were lawful to 
the jews? 

Anfw. To anfwer this, we muft confider 
the Term, Lawful, in refpect to the Law of 
Nature writ in the minds of Men. The po- 
fitive Laws of God, and even the Ceremonial 
Inftitutions for the People of the Fews, and 
thofe Laws, or Ufages and Cuftoms which had 
the force'of Lawsy which they .eftablifhed a- 
mong themfelves, as they were a Body Poli- 
tick. By the laft I know not but it might be 
lawful, at leaft ‘twas certainly euftomary, and 
feems tolerated by A4ofes, who was their fo- 
vereign Prince and King in fefbaran; for the 
fame Reafon Divorces were, namely for the 
hardnefs of their Hearts, and to prevent worfe 
confequences. By the Laws. which God. him- 
felf reveal’d to ’em by Adofes, we find not one 
Syllable like any fuch Permiflion, whence ie 
does not appear that by them ’twasever law- 
ful. By the Laws of Nature! think it abfo- 
lutely unlawful, and to this our Saviour re- 
duces the fews, telling °em —~ from the begine . 
ing it was not fo. Wad there been any necefli- 
ty of more Women than one, more wou'd 
have been form’d for the firft Man -—-~ he had 
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Queft, 4. Whesker is bippier, 4 Marvied or am Unmarried 


State ? ; - 

Anf, In Fa&t ‘tis much Order it. Abs: afline- 
ly Aros, we muft ask the Towels leave to. conclude 
the Married State the happier: For this we have unan- 
fwerable Authority, ’cis Ecernal Wijdom that fays, “Tis 
not good for Man to be alone. To come to reafon, Lis mere 
Natural, for in the other State Man can't lawfully ‘Ani 
fwer his Phyficaj End, and perform that which the Phi- 
lofopher cails Prajlantifimum Opus Yiventis>, I fay he 
can neither do this lawfully, nor fo much as agrecably 
to his Nature, fince Beafts only have ail Common, but 
Propriety is one of the moft darling Prerogatives of 
Man. r ua 

Queft. 5. whether what Dr. Sherlock Cites out of Bi 
Overal's Cowvocation Book, and ether bis Affertions, be fuff- 
cient 10 ground an Oath of Allegiancé upon? 

Anjw. * Twould bea pleafant thing to attempt Difput- 
ing over fuch an intricate Controverfie in part of one 
bsif foeet: But to give fume reply at preient, though we 
meet with more on’t in our next, Vide Queft. 1, 2,3, 4. 
Numb. 5. ‘till L can &e a more fatisfagtery Anfwer to 
thofe excellent things printed in his Defence by one of the 
mift learned Pens in the World, and ‘till 1 cam be pointed 
to any one fingle: Government in any Place or Age, (b¢- 
fides that of the Fews) with all its Appendages, founded 
and fettled on any other Foundations, or any other Prin- 
ciples of more general Uf, or more cafily intelligible, or 
more conducing to the’ Civil happinels of Mankind, 
which the great Law of Nature obliges us to preferve : 
I thall ftill be’ of the fame mind k was ever lince I «cad 
the Dr. and Anfwer the Queftion in the affirmative. 

Queft. 6. The Airait line is 600» foot, and the Hill 6620, 
qvere How many more Pales ( etch 6 inckes broad ) will’ the 
Hil} require than the firait line, alt fet ate qual-diftances, 

An\w. You ought to have fet downhow much the di- 
fiances are (if any ) but we rather, belicve the delign 
was that the Pales were intended to be fet clofe together, 
if otherwife, declare in the next: in the mean time, taking 
it for granted, we anfwer, that 12000 Pales will fil 
the ftrait line, and the fame number will be required to 
pale the Hill, the reafon is, a perpendicular Pale is no 
broader upon the fide or top of an Hill, than it isipa 
Valley or ftrait line. 

Queft. 7. If the Star in the Conflellation af Caffioperia, 
feen about 1619. and never before or fince, was 4 Miracle 2: 

Aafw, If fucha Star was {een as is pretended in 1619, it 
ig 2 Miracle, if there was an impollbility of feeing it be 
fore or fince; but if upon a curious inquifition it could 
have been {een before or fince, then ‘tisno more a Miracle 
than the nature of this queftion, which is on purpole, or 

out of Error, ftated a perfeét Criticifm and quibble. 

Queft. 3. Whether there is a Vacuum ? 

Anjw. In admitting a Vacuum, we ruy into very great 
Abfurdities by offering falfe Conclufions from falle Pre- 
miffes. § would ask our Vecwum Maintainers whether God | 
or Nature ever did any thing in vain, either immediately, 
or by anaccidental Confeqnence ? they will anfwer in the 
Negative, or run into deeper Abfurdities: Wherefore 
taking it for granted, | ask of what ufe is a Vacuum? or 
what produces it ? their ignorance in the firft we'll pafs 
over, and if to the laft they fay, ‘tis a privation of matter 
form'd by the feparstion of bodies ; thatalfo isan Error, for 
materiality can never be the € fficient caufe of its Contra- 
riety, viz. Nerbing. We admit matcer to be divifible and 
fubdivifible , and fo on ad. Infinitum; if an Inftrument 
* could be made fine enough for feparation, and the Eyé 
ftrenghned to guide that Inftrument to operate on fuch 
fub-divided Particles, but the Motion of none of them, 


it asif Nature abhorr’d a Zecuam. Now we argue 4 Ma- 
jeri, if thick water (or Air condens’d ot 
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Queft. 10. Why doth the Hair and Nails of dead Pecple 


row ? 

Anfw. Becaufe that Humidity and Moifture thatis the 
caufe of theif growth, is nor exhaufted till a confiderable 
time after Death. Eut that which makes the Hair and 
Nails of dead People ferm to grow fafter thanthey really 
do, is the fallitg away andcouciattion of the Fleth, wivere- 
by the Hair and Nails appear nearer the Roots, and con- 
fequently feem longer. _ eS 

Queft.' 11. Was Jortof Government is bei ? 

Anjw. That Government which is moit proper toa 
Nation in one Age, may beimproper to the fame Nation 
in another; witnefs the Fewifh Policy, who were gove: ned 
by Judges, Kings, and Tetrarchs, the two firft we read 
to betF* Inftitutions of Heaven, and there being an im- 
pollibility of cwo Befts at one time, the ailertion above is 


demonftrated. Hut the particular Genius and Conftitution 
of the Englith Nation feems to be calculated for a Me- 
‘nareby, having never been fo powerful and happy in any 


other Government ; thofe that con{ult Hiftory cannot 
ignorant of this Trath, which it particu'arized would: 
anfwer the brief delign of this Raper; I only add one 
Remark, That Monarchy feems to be the moff naturel 
fort of Government, for what ever Nature produces thac 
has more than one head, is efteemed monitrous, and more 
adapted to an hoftile Tyranny than a paternal Rule. 

Queft. 12. Queritur num Argentum vivum 4 natura pro- 
duiium guod Nomen Liquoris ABterni apud Plicium wm-;uwt, 
inveniri potmit dectes jepties Agua Thamcfi ponderofius € apud 
quem venale veperiiur Londini. ' 

Anfw. Ingenue fateor Nondum periculum feci de eorum 
pondere, fed amicus eft mihi in Metalljs feptentrionalibus 
verfacus, qui afleruit fe fepiffime venas argenti vivi inve- 
niffe natura produétas, quem de hac re per literas tertio- 
rem faciam, & poftea refponfionem debite fpondeo. 

Cueft, 13. Whether a Confefor may difcover Secrets com- 
mitted to bim ? 

Anjw. The Church of Rome may do what they pleafe, 
who can be pardon‘d when they pleafe ; for an ill ching 
not done, andanill thing pardon‘d are the fame in Eta. 
But amongft Perfons that are not drepriv‘d of Reaion and 
common Civility, the queftion feems to bear this Anfwer, 
viz. That unlefs it be matter of Treafon againft the State, 
and Injury to our Neigbour, fuch an one is the greateft 
Villain in Nature , and at once breaks all his Bonds of 
Duty to Heaven, his Neighbour, and himflf, 

Queft. 14. Whether Miracles are ceas‘d ? 

Anjw. Much of the controverfie lies ia the Definition 
of a Miracle, which I believe not fo eafie to fix as is come 
monly imagined : That which appears to me moft full is— 
A work beyoud the ordinary power of Na:ure produced by a Di- 
vine Agent, the Doubt recurrs, How fhall we know the 
Agent Divine? I anfwer, by comparing and examining 
what‘s thereby done,’ and the endit propofes with Rea- 
fun and Revelation, 

To anfwer the Queftion exprefly, I grant ‘tis generally 
held in the Affirmative, and the Argument feems very 
firong, God dees nothing in vain, nor will make any Con- 
tradittionin Neture, unlefs for fome weighty and even 
necefflary Reafon ; none of which can now be pretended. 
But the truth of the laft Affertion I am a little doubtful 
of. A warning given to any Perfun of impeding unavoid- 
able danger by a Dream, or any thing of that Nature, 
comes up to the prefent Definition. 1 know not how to 
anfwer feveral undoubted matters of Faétof that Nature, 
nor therefore to affirm the total ceafing of Miracles.on all 
Occafions. But thus far the forementioned Argument 
may hold, that we are toexpeét none fuch for the Confir- 
mation of aay ancient Doétrines, nor to receive any new 
a attefted by ftrange things, but rather fufpe& 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


E had prepared a large Anfwer to the 20th. Que- 

ftion in Numb, 2. but we think it more proper to 
referve the Publication of it till the condufien of our 
firft Volume, than toadd it here. 


XS This Paper will be publifhed Tueflay and 
Saturday. mt ’ 


LONDON Printed for P. Smart. 1690. 
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Bg“: : tee ne me where I cannot tickle my felf; and my Skin is no 
were saleviel ‘to the ems, fo by. parity of thicker when another touches it than when I touch it my 
reafon, feveral things lawful tothem may MOE fi¢ The certain reafon' is, the abundance of rabies 
xample, the 
Palms of the Hands, and the Soles of the Feet age very 
Nervous. Another reafon is the unaccuftomednels of 


touching thofe Places, as appears in this, that the hand. 


